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Keep your website at the 
top of the “to view” list

At Damonaz Designs, we specialize in  
SEO (Service Engine Optimization)  
Web Marketing Services, but do a lot more.

Damonaz can also develop and 
design your website. Our goal is 
to help companies gain exposure 
through online marketing.

To learn more about Damonaz Designs, 
contact West Bank native and UNO alum 
Luis Campos at (504) 265-9380 or  
dz@damonazdesign.com.

When you want to make sure your 
website gets seen, make sure you see 
the good folks at Damonaz.

Damonaz Designs, LLC 
www.damonazdesign.com • (504) 265-9380

Damonaz works to increase a 
company’s rankings on:
• Search engines
• Social media
• Article marketing
• Pay-per-click campaigns
• And drive traffic to the company’s website

FREE Rankings Report
Available for a limited time 

only. Let us break down the 
productivity of your website,  
and show you where it ranks 

within search engines.
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Dine In • Carryout • Party Tray

1130 Behrman Hwy. Gretna, LA 70056

Tel: (504) 394-2820 Fax: (504) 393-6547

Open 7 Days a Week:
Monday • Lunch: Closed | Dinner: 5pm-10pm
Tuesday – Thursday • 11am-10pm
Friday • 11am-11pm
Saturday • 12pm-11pm
Sunday • 12pm-10pm
Please order by number and 30 minutes before closing time.

Renovation and Addition 
to the Marrero-Harvey 

Senior Center 

On May 20, 2015, Je�erson Parish O�cials broke ground for the renova-
tions of the Marrero-Harvey Senior Center located at 4420 Seventh 
Street in Marrero.

�e existing 5,800 square foot Marrero-Harvey Senior Center is being 
renovated and will include a 400 square foot addition and renovations to 
create a multi-purpose room totaling over 500 square feet. �is room will 
be used for meetings and will facilitate the assembly of meals prepared at 
the center for distribution to seniors in the community. �e renovations 
will also include upgrades to the toilet rooms and kitchen to better serve 
constituents. 

Designed by architects Burgdahl and Graves, the renovations will be 
completed by Galaforo Construction, LLC at an estimated cost of $172,350. 
Funding is provided by Councilman Paul Johnston, Council District 2. 
Completion of this project is estimated to take 7 months. �e facility will 
remain open and operational during construction. 
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Miss iss ipp i  
River  
Bank

BELLE CHASSE
P.O. Box 607 / 8435 Highway 23
Belle Chasse, LA 70037
504.392.1111

PORT SULPHUR
27104 Hwy. 23
Port Sulphur, LA 70083
504.391.6995

HARVEY
1440 Lapalco Boulevard
Harvey, LA 70058
504.391.6965

Offering small business lending  
on the West Bank at all our branches.

Offering small business lending  

Helping Our  
Neighbors Grow!

AIR COOLED ENGINES, INC.AIR COOLED ENGINES, INC.
Family-Owned and Operated for Over 35 Years

Give us a call or stop in to see us!

2520 FOURTH STREET • HARVEY, LA 70058
(504) 362-6877 • FAX (504) 361-3188

Like us on Facebook!

MONDAY-FRIDAY • 8:00AM-4:30PM

We SELL & SERVICE 
a complete line of generators:
• MARINE
• AIR-COOLED

• LIQUID-COOLED
• HOME-STANDBY

We carry one of the LARGEST INVENTORIES 
of parts for generators in the area!

CERTIFIED 

GENERATOR 

TECHNICIANS

CERTIFIED 
LPG ENGINE

SPECIALISTS

WE SELL & 

SERVICE DOMETIC  

& COLEMAN 

ROOF A/CS 
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>> sports

I n my ongoing quest to 
add to my database of 
New Orleans area base-

ball players who went on 
to play at the collegiate 
or professional levels, I 
recently came across West 
Banker Nolan Vicknair 
whose aspiration, starting 
at a very young age, was to 
be a career professional 
baseball player.

Vicknair indeed reached 
baseball’s minor league 
level, but his stint in pro 
baseball consisted of only 
56 games during 1946 and 
1947. In a recent inter-
view with him, Vicknair 
claimed, “I was born to 
be a professional baseball 
player, but I was the victim 

of circumstances that worked against me in realizing my dream of making 
a career of baseball.” However, this statement does not come from a man 
who su�ers from a case of “sour grapes.” His bulging scrapbook attests 
to his still managing to have an outstanding career in sports in the New 
Orleans area.

Vicknair was born in Marrero, Louisiana, where he attended elementary 
and high school. One of the athletic skills that he would use throughout 
his sports career began to blossom as an early teenager, when he set a 
school record for the 75-yard dash as a 13-year-old. According to Vicknair, 
minimum age requirements for high school sports were often overlooked 
at that time, so he was enlisted for the high school football team in the 
sixth grade because they could use his speed as a scatback, an old term 
for a speedy, all-purpose halfback. 

He played baseball, basketball, and football in his �rst two years at Mar-
rero High School. It was there that he �rst gained attention as a baseball 
player. He recalls an American Legion game against the Jesuit-based team 
in his sophomore year in which he struck out the �rst nine batters of the 
game. It happened that Branch Rickey, the St. Louis Cardinals’ general 
manager, was in attendance that day. Rickey had occasion to be in town 
for a prospect tryout camp, since the New Orleans Pelicans were a minor 
league a�liate of the Cardinals. Vicknair crossed paths with Rickey after 
the game. According to Vicknair, Rickey told him, “Kid, you have talent. 
After you �nish high school, you should consider a baseball career.” �at 
assessment further fueled Vicknair’s dream of playing pro baseball.

Vicknair relocated to Port Arthur, Texas, for his junior year of high school 
to live with relatives. He attended St. Mary’s High School there, contrib-
uting as a starter at halfback on the 1941 football team, which ultimately 
won the south-east state championship that year.

World War II was well underway by this time, and Vicknair enlisted 
in the Navy in April 1943, immediately upon turning 17 years of age. He 
served almost three years which included a six-month stint in Australia 
and a tour of duty on the destroyer USS Bearss that saw action against the 
Japanese in the South Paci�c.

Still interested in pursuing a baseball career after his military service 
ended in December 1945, Vicknair attended a tryout camp with the New 
Orleans Pelicans in the spring of 1946, after which business manager 
Vincent Rizzo wanted to sign Vicknair as a pitcher. Near the same time, 
one of Vicknair’s acquaintances from school got him an appointment with 
Gretna native Mel Ott, then the New York Giants manager. Ott passed on the 
information about a Giants spring training camp at Fort Smith, Arkansas, 
where 150 prospects showed up, vying for forty spots that would make up 
two minor league rosters in the Giants’ system.

Vicknair opted to go to Fort Smith, fortunately making the cut, and 
was assigned to the Class D roster of the Oshkosh Giants of the Wis-
consin State League. He figured he was on his way to the big leagues. 
He started the season as a regular outfielder where, once again, speed 
was at the core of his game. Vicknair recalls that he could change a 
game with his base-running skills. As a leadoff batter, he would give 
pitchers fits once he got on base. One of his favorite situations was 
the double steal.

Vicknair missed games due to a leg infection from being spiked, as well 
as chronic pulled muscles, which kept him o� the �eld numerous times. 
Toward the end of the season, he was involved in an unfortunate accident, 
as he was struck in the jaw by a ball thrown by the opposing second base-
man as he approached second base on a double play. His jawbone was 
broken in six places, which required it to be wired shut. To make matters 
worse, he contracted blood poisoning during the recovery process, and 
at one point he was not expected to live.

As a testament to his being a fan favorite in Oshkosh, Vicknair’s scrap-
book contained numerous get-well cards from devoted fans while he was 
in the hospital. He recalls that a local Oshkosh businessman befriended 
him, several times writing him checks to supplement his meager baseball 
income, as well as allowing him to take his boat out on a nearby lake. Alto-
gether, Vicknair appeared in 45 games and hit for a .193 batting average 
for the 1946 season.

In the spring of 1947, the Giants organization conducted a minor 
league camp in Lakewood, New Jersey, on the site of John D. Rock-
efeller’s mansion and estate. Vicknair recalls getting his weekly pay 
from legendary pitcher Carl Hubbell, who was the head of the Giants 
minor league organization at the time. Most of the players on the 1946 
Oshkosh club advanced to the next level, but Vicknair started the 
regular season again in Oshkosh.

When he didn’t get any playing time at the beginning of the season, 
Vicknair asked for and received his release from the Giants. He vividly 
remembers the feedback he received from Oshkosh manager Ray Lucas, 
“You are a valuable player with your speed, good in the clubhouse. But 
we expect our out�elders to hit home runs, and you are more of a contact 
hitter.” At 5’ 6” and 150 pounds, Vicknair was at a disadvantage in meet-
ing these expectations.

He returned to New Orleans where he received a call from Harry Strohm, 
who was the manager of New Iberia of the Evangeline League. He signed 
on with New Iberia, where one of his teammates was fellow New Orlea-
nian Lenny Yochim. Vicknair recalls about Yochim, “Besides being a good 
pitcher at that time, Lenny could really hit the ball too. He would play �rst 
base when not pitching.” Yochim would go on to play brie�y in the majors, 
but actually made his biggest mark in professional baseball as a scouting 
supervisor in the Pittsburgh Pirates organization.

NOLAN VICKNAIR: 
Fell Short of His Dream, Yet Still an 

Accomplished Athlete
By Richard Cuicchi
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Shortly after the start of the season, Strohm was �red as manager and 

replaced by Vernon �oele, who came from the New Orleans Pelicans. 
After appearing in only eleven games, Vicknair was released by �oele. 
Vicknair believes the new manager acted on advice from the Pelicans’ 
Vincent Rizzo, who likely held a grudge because Vicknair had rejected 
Rizzo’s o�er in 1946. 

So, Vicknair’s dream took a big step backwards.

With baseball still in his blood, Vicknair began playing in semi-pro-
fessional leagues in the New Orleans area. It was a usual practice for the 
semi-pro teams to include former-minor league players, as well as active 
players during the minor league o�-season. For example, Vicknair played 
against New Orleans professionals like Fats Dantonio and Pete Modica. 
Vicknair’s scrapbook shows a 1950 newspaper clipping of a prominent 
independent baseball team, the Mohawks, he managed on the West Bank. 
Over the years, he also played for various teams in the Audubon League 
and the Mel Ott League. Vicknair says his performances were frequently 
featured in the States-Item newspaper by sportswriter Hap Glaudi, who 
later became a legendary sports radio personality in New Orleans.

Eight years after he had last played in the minors, Vicknair got one more 
opportunity for a professional tryout with the Milwaukee Braves minor 
league organization in Waycross, Georgia. Vicknair recalls the tryouts 
were being conducted by former major leaguer Skeeter Webb. However, 
Vicknair says he was not fully in shape when he reported. After striking 
out three times in a scrimmage game, he decided to �nally give up on his 
dream as a professional player.

Vicknair began working as a machinist for Avondale Shipyards in 
1951. �is began another phase of his sports career, when he pitched for 
company-sponsored teams in over-hand-pitch softball leagues for �fteen 
years. A knuckleball pitcher, he once hurled a no-hit, no-run game in 1963 
for Avondale in the local CAA Softball League. A newspaper article in his 
scrapbook reported that it was the �rst no-hitter hurled in that league. 
Vicknair was a signi�cant contributor to Avondale Shipyard’s perennial 
reputation for �elding superior teams, including several league champion-
ships. He kept himself in shape and continued to play softball in various 
leagues until he was 65 years old.

In addition to playing all sports, Vicknair also took an active interest in 
coaching. He �rmly believed he had a knack for picking talent, as well as 
learning and applying game strategies in each of the sports. He was often 
the player-coach for many of his teams.

He was among the �rst members of the New Orleans Diamond Club, a 
fraternity of former professional baseball players who met regularly and 
played occasional “old-timer” games.

Vicknair will turn 90 years old in April. A self-described “people person,” 
he comes across as someone who is willing to talk to anyone about sports 
or practically anything else. For example, just ask him about the champion 
show dogs he once had or the Cajun-style dancing he has done. He might 
also give you a photo of himself in a New York Giants uniform from his 
minor league days.

Vicknair’s baseball dream was not unlike that of thousands of youngsters 
before and after him. In another time or in a di�erent set of circumstances, 
Vicknair’s dream might have been more fully realized. He missed three 
prime years of development as a player due to his time in the service. Inju-
ries in his �rst minor league season further hampered his development 
and adjustment to professional baseball. It turned out he didn’t exactly 
�t into the Giants’ mold for out�elders in those days. Yet all these deter-
rents didn’t discourage his love of sports, especially baseball, since he still 
became an accomplished player and coach during his era of local sports.

Vicknair’s career is a meaningful part of the sports history and lore of 
the New Orleans area. Indeed, he has much to be proud of. 
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Don’t Wait  
Until It’s  
Too Late!

Lucky Rogers Express  
Car Care Inc.

Monday–Friday • 7:30am–6:00pm
1529 8th Street • Harvey, LA 70058 (Near Best Buy)

luckyrogers.com • lucky13for@aol.com

366-7500

INTAKE  
MANIFOLD 
TUNE-UP

Improve fuel mileage 
Save at the pump

$59.95
Expires 6/30/15

COMPLETE  
OIL & FILTER 

SERVICE
Up to  

4 Qts. Oil

$13.95
Expires 6/30/15

COMPLETE  
FRONT 

BRAKE JOB
8 Pt. Brake 

System Check

$99.99
Expires 6/30/15

>> food

Summer means fun snacks and fast lunch, 
and I am about to let you in on one of the 
best kept secrets on the Westbank. Big Jake’s 

Sandwich shop, located at 203 Avenue G in Belle 
Chasse might be one of my favorite spots for a po 
boy and other yummy snacks.

A little backstory: a foodie friend of mine was 
the first to tell me about Big Jake’s. He raved 
about how amazing it is, and being a fan of 
poboys, I knew I had to try it. First of all, trying 
to find any information about this place online 
was pretty tough. I knew I had to get over to 
Jake’s and see what they had to offer, because 
curiosity was killing me.

When you pull up to Big Jake’s, you will notice 
that it is just a stand on the side of the road. It is 
located right across the street from the Plaquemines 
Parish Sheri�’s o�ce and right next to the ferry 
launch, so it isn’t too hard to miss. It’s a “walk 
up and order” type of place and then you can sit 
outside on some well-placed benches and enjoy 
your meal or take it to go. You can get a half or a 

large po boy and you can get it on a bun or French 
bread. I got a large shrimp on French, which was 
just under $10. I had half for lunch and saved the 
other half, so it all evened out.  �e shrimp po boy 
was AMAZING! I loved it and I liked that it was 
packed with shrimp and perfectly dressed. �e 
bread was just crispy and �aky enough to make 
the whole sandwich really come together.

Aside from shrimp, Big Jake’s offers an assort-
ment of other types of po boys such as roast 
beef, hot sausage, ham and cheese, grilled 
chicken breast, turkey, catfish and many other 
delicious combinations. Big Jake’s is also a 
great place to stop for a fun snack, because 
they offer goodies like French fries, corn dogs, 
onion rings, chicken nuggets, cheese sticks and 
stuffed jalapeños.

Big Jake’s is cash only, so leave those cards at 
home. Their hours are Monday through Friday 
10:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and please note that 
they are closed between the hours of 2:00 p.m. 
and 5:00 p.m. 

BIG JAKE’S  
SANDWICH SHOP
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JEFFERSON  
PERFORMING ARTS 

CENTER TO  
OPEN WITH GALA

The Je�erson Performing Arts Center (JPAC) is the new state-of-the-art 
performance venue of Je�erson Parish and the Greater New Orleans 
region, featuring: a plush, modern, acoustically- designed interior; an 

impressive 51-ft proscenium arch stage with mechanized orchestra lift; and 
a theatrical �y rigging system by the world renowned designer J.R. Clancy. 
�e facility’s expansive lobby includes a building-wide six-story window-wall 
overlooking LaSalle Park, artwork by internationally acclaimed Louisiana 
artist Hunt Slonem, a full service bar, and a VIP-guest lounge. �e backstage 
area is able to accommodate touring and management companies of all 
sizes and boasts an artist’s “green” room, four star dressing rooms, and six 
ensemble dressing rooms.

On June 20th, 2015, Grand Opening Gala will be held to celebrate JPAC’s 
opening. �e red-carpet event and gala reception will be headlined by �e 
Branford Marsalis and Joey Calderazzo Duo, each celebrated Grammy Award 
winners. �e opening act will showcase JPAC artist-in-residence Je�erson 
Performing Arts Society, led by Maestro Dennis Assaf, along with additional 
performances by Delta Festival Ballet, Je�erson Ballet, and local celebrity 
king�sh Spud McConnell. 

Doors will open at 6:30 p.m. for the gala reception with show time 
immediately following at 7:30 p.m. Champagne, hors d’oeuvres, and other 
refreshments will be served alongside the famous Rodrique Steinway “Blue 
Dog” Piano, with reception entertainment provided by members of the Loui-
siana Philharmonic Orchestra. 

Tickets, inclusive of performance and gala reception, are now on sale: $75 
(balcony) and $100 (orchestra). Business or cocktail attire is requested. Patrons 
are encouraged to purchase in advance at www.je�ersonpac.com, by phone 
at (877) 840-0457, or in person, subject to availability, at the JPAC box o�ce 
during select hours on June 18th, 19th, and 20th. 

Gambling Problem? Call 1-877-770-STOP

5375 Hwy 308 • Mathews, LA 70375

“Like” Jester’s Walk Casino on Facebook 

A METRO GAMING & AMUSEMENT 
MANAGED PROPERTY

Stop by on your way  

to the Tarpon Rodeo for Video 

Poker and Ice Cold Beer. Also, 

Live Music every Thursday from 

8pm to 11pm. Check Facebook 

for up to date band schedules!

We are just two miles off 
of Highway 90 between
Raceland and Lockport.

Travel Center
BEER CAVE • ICE • REFRESHMENTS 

GAS • AND MORE

 Grab a sandwich at
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Visit the region’s premier 
year-roundVisit the region’s premier 
year-roundVisit the region’s premier 

City of Westwego • 419 Avenue A 
Westwego, LA 70094 • 504-341-9083 
Keith R. Bouvier - Market Coordinator 
www.cityofwestwego.com

Free Concert • July 3
featuring 

Brad Sapia • 7pm-10pm 
HUGE Fireworks Display • 10pm 

The Danny Alexander concert is rescheduled for July 24th.

30 WESTBANK EXPWY • GRETNA
Corner of Pratt St and WB Expwy

with Drive Thruwith Drive Thru
NOW OPEN

>> gardening

If you like the �owering habit of shade-loving 
impatiens, you’ll be excited to know more about 
the impatiens that boldly go when no impatiens 

have gone before – into full sun. �at’s what you get 
with the SunPatiens – bedding plants that thrive in 
our Louisiana summer heat and humidity.

You get the best of both shade-loving impatiens 
and the larger-�owered and variegated foliage of 
New Guinea impatiens with SunPatiens, a hybrid 
bred by Sakata Seed.

SunPatiens not only survived and performed well 
at the LSU AgCenter since they debuted, they have 
moved onto the list of highly desired and widely 
recommended �owers for summer color. We don’t 
have many bedding plants that will provide so much 
color from mid-spring through fall in Louisiana.

�is low-maintenance annual is available in three 
distinct series – spreading varieties, compact variet-
ies and vigorous varieties. Several new varieties and 
colors are typically added to the group each year. 

�e smallest-growing compact group reaches 
2-3 feet tall with an equal spread. Colors in this 
size range are blush pink, deep rose, coral, white, 
orange, magenta and lilac.

�e spreading group has two main colors with 
variegated foliage – white and salmon. �e spreading 

types grow 3 feet tall by 4 feet wide.

�e tallest and widest growth on SunPatiens 
is found in the vigorous-growth varieties. �ese 
come in colors of coral (with variegated foliage), 
lavender, magenta, red, white and orange. �ese 
plants can reach 4 feet tall and 4 feet wide by fall. 

Breeders are concentrating now on the more 
compact growers. �e vigorous group gets too large 
in the landscape in the South.

In our growing conditions, the spreading and 
vigorous types grow up to 24 inches tall and a bit 
wider. �e compacts are a bit smaller all around. One 
plant will �ll an entire container, but you can add 
a trailing �owering plant to cascade over the side. 

Overall plant size is in�uenced by soil fertility, 
irrigation and light exposure. Choose the appro-
priate plant height for bedding, containers and 
hanging baskets.

Regardless of the variety or size, �owers of all the 
SunPatiens are large and showy and are easily seen 
above the dark green, glossy foliage.

SunPatiens will bloom from May through the 
�rst hard frost.

Plants perform best when they receive full sun. 
If they’re grown in semi-shady conditions, they 

should be pruned in midsummer to maintain a 
bushy growth habit. Otherwise, they will become 
lanky and produce fewer �owers. In fact, consider 
growing regular impatiens instead.

Allow SunPatiens to wilt slightly between water-
ing, and mulch them to conserve soil moisture. 
SunPatiens and New Guinea impatiens are both 
resistant to impatiens downy mildew, a disease 
that has been a problem on our typical impatiens 
during the past three years.

You can see more about work being done in 
landscape horticulture by visiting the LSU AgCen-
ter Hammond Research Station website at www.
lsuagcenter.com/hammond. Also, like us on Face-
book. You can �nd an abundance of landscape 
information for both home gardeners and industry 
professionals at both sites. 

SunPatiens Produce Great Flowers 
for Louisiana Summers 

By Allen Owings, LSU AgCenter horticulturist
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Fountain P ark Centre
1901 Manhattan Boulevard • Harvey

It’s not just your state-of-the-
art work out facility anymore.  
Exclusive Fitness, your
COMPLETE state-of-the-art 
work out facility. 

Located in the Fountain Park Centre

504-302-7800

$99 SUMMER 
SIZZLIN’ SPECIAL

*First time gym membership                  
applicants only. Plus taxes and key 

deposit. Sign up by 6/30/15.

FOR LEASE 
RETAIL/OFFICE  

AVAILABLE 

500-11,000 SQ FT 
BUILT OUT OR  
BUILD TO SUIT

CALL  
JOHN FRANK

OR  
CHAD GUIDRY

(504) 348-1747 
WWW.FOUNTAINPARKCENTRE.COM

504-362-9780
WWW.PARROTPETES.COM

Hours: We are now serving breakfast & lunch
7 days a week until 4pm

Try Our NEW Daily 
Lunch Special

Buy 1 Daily Lunch Special 
Get 2nd Lunch Special ½ Price

Coupon expires 7/31/15. Coupon valid Monday thru Friday.  
Dine-in only. Limit one coupon per visit per table.

Free Wifi

Father’s Day is June 21Father’s Day is June 21
Order your 

FATHER’S DAY 
Triple Berry Cake

Spas • Above Ground Pools
Gunite Swimming Pools • Renovations

Replastering • Repairs • Weekly Service
Primo Grills/Accessories

www.poolandspacenter.net
504-885-8747 • 504-347-4282 • 5040 Lapalco Blvd. Marrero 
Open 6 days a week • 19 years experience • Licensed & Insured
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Before a Hurricane
To prepare for a hurricane, you should take the following measures:

•	 To begin preparing, you should build an emergency kit and make a fam-
ily communications plan.

•	 Know your surroundings.

•	 Learn the elevation level of your property and whether the land is �ood-
prone. �is will help you know how your property will be a�ected when 
storm surge or tidal �ooding are forecasted.

•	 Identify levees and dams in your area and determine whether they pose 
a hazard to you.

•	 Learn community hurricane evacuation routes and how to �nd higher 
ground. Determine where you would go and how you would get there if 
you needed to evacuate.

•	 Make plans to secure your property:

•	 Cover all of your home’s windows. Permanent storm shutters o�er the 
best protection for windows. A second option is to board up windows 
with 5/8” marine plywood, cut to �t and ready to install. Tape does not 
prevent windows from breaking.

•	 Install straps or additional clips to securely fasten your roof to the frame 
structure. �is will reduce roof damage.

•	 Be sure trees and shrubs around your home are well trimmed so they 
are more wind resistant.

•	 Clear loose and clogged rain gutters and downspouts.

•	 Reinforce your garage doors; if wind enters a garage it can cause danger-
ous and expensive structural damage.

•	 Plan to bring in all outdoor furniture, decorations, garbage cans and 
anything else that is not tied down.

•	 Determine how and where to secure your boat.

•	 Install a generator for emergencies.

•	 If in a high-rise building, be prepared to take shelter on or below the 
10th �oor.

•	 Consider building a safe room.

Hurricanes cause heavy rains that can cause extensive �ood damage 
in coastal and inland areas. Everyone is at risk and should consider �ood 
insurance protection. Flood insurance is the only way to �nancially protect 
your property or business from �ood damage. To learn more about your 
�ooding risk and how to protect yourself and your business, visit the Federal 
Insurance and Mitigation Administration (NFIP) Web site, www.�oodsmart.
gov or call 1-800-427-2419. For more detailed information on how you can 
protect your property, view NFIP’s printer-friendly handout Avoiding Hur-
ricane Damage. 

Tips for Hurricane Preparation

ORDER YOUR 
FATHER’S DAY 

CAKE TODAY

ONLY AT 
700 TERRY PKWY

392-7007

$2 OFF
PREPAID ORDERS

WITH THIS AD

From www.ready.gov/hurricanes
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Disaster recovery o�cials with the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency urge you to have a disaster plan for your pets in preparation 
for the new hurricane season.

Before the Disaster:  
Have a Safe Place to Take Your Pets

Plan your evacuation strategy and don’t forget your pet! If you plan to 
shelter your pet - work it into your evacuation route planning.

•	 Service animals that assist people with disabilities are allowed in 
Red Cross shelters. It may be di�cult to �nd shelter for your animals 
in the midst of a disaster, so plan ahead. Do not wait until disaster 
strikes to do your research. Many communities are developing pet-
friendly shelter plans, check to see if your local emergency shelter 
plan includes pets. 

•	 Specialized pet shelters, animal control shelters, veterinary clinics 
and friends and relatives out of harm’s way are ALL potential refuges 
for your pet during a disaster. 

•	 Contact hotels and motels outside your immediate area to check poli-
cies on accepting pets and restrictions on number, size, and species. 
Ask if “no pet” policies could be waived in an emergency. Keep a list 
of “pet friendly” places, including phone numbers, with other disaster 
information and supplies. If you have notice of an impending disaster, 
call ahead for reservations. Go to www.petswelcome.com to search 
online for pet friendly hotels and motels. 

•	 Prepare a list of boarding facilities and veterinarians who could shelter 
animals in an emergency; include 24-hour phone numbers. 

•	 Ask local animal shelters if they provide emergency shelter or foster 
care for pets in a disaster. Animal shelters may be overburdened car-
ing for the animals they already have as well as those displaced by a 
disaster, so this should be your last resort.

Prepare a Portable Disaster Supply Kit for Your Pet
Keep items in an accessible place and store them in sturdy containers 

that can be carried easily.

•	 Proper identi�cation, including immunization records,  
and current photos 

•	 Ample supply of food and water 

•	 A carrier or cage, pet beds and toys 

•	 Medications, medical records and a �rst aid kit 

•	 Sturdy leashes, harnesses, and/or carriers to transport pets safely and 
ensure that your animals can’t escape. 

•	 Information on feeding schedules, medical conditions, behavior 
problems, and the name and number of your veterinarian in case you 
have to foster or board your pets.

Know What to Do as a Disaster Approaches
•	 Often, warnings are issued hours, even days, in advance. At the �rst 

hint of disaster, act to protect your pet. 

•	 Call ahead to con�rm emergency shelter arrangements for you and 
your pets. 

•	 Check to be sure your pet disaster supplies are ready to take at a 
moment’s notice. 

•	 Bring all pets into the house so that you won’t have to search for them 
if you have to leave in a hurry. 

•	 Make sure all dogs and cats are wearing collars and securely fastened 
up-to-date identi�cation. Attach the phone number and address of 
your temporary shelter, if you know it, or of a friend or relative outside 
the disaster area. You can buy temporary tags or put adhesive tape on 
the back of your pet’s ID tag, adding information with an indelible pen.

You may not be home when the evacuation order comes. Find out if 
a trusted neighbor would be willing to take your pets and meet you at 
a prearranged location. �is person should be comfortable with your 
pets, know where your animals are likely to be, know where your pet 
disaster supplies kit is kept, and have a key to your home. If you use a 
pet-sitting service, they may be available to help, but discuss the pos-
sibility well in advance.

Planning and preparation will enable you to evacuate with your pets 
quickly and safely. But bear in mind that animals react di�erently under 
stress. Outside your home and in the car, keep dogs securely leashed. 
Transport cats in carriers. Don’t leave animals unattended anywhere 
they can run o�. �e most trustworthy pets may panic, hide, try to 
escape, or even bite or scratch. And, when you return home, give your 
pets time to settle back into their routines. Consult your veterinarian 
if any behavior problems persist.

For further information on disaster preparations for your pet:

•	 Humane Society of the U.S.: www.hsus.org/hsus_ field/hsus_
disaster_center/; 

Please Include Pets in Your Family 
Emergency Plan

Dreaming of a Sensational Smile?

Comprehensive Exam (D0150) and 
Full Mouth X-Rays (D0210)

FREE
$201 Value. New patients only. Not valid  

for emergency visits. Call for details.  
Expires 7-15-2015.

Visit New Orleans Dental Center and make it a reality!

FAMILY DENTISTRY 
Dwight D. Landry, D.D.S.      •      Wendy M. Maes, D.D.S.
1901 Manhattan Blvd. Bldg. F, Ste. 201, at Fountain Park Centre

504-347-6000
NewOrleansDentalCenter.com
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>> health

As children head out to enjoy the summer 
weather, many parents remember to apply 
sunscreen to protect their children’s skin 

from damaging ultraviolet (UV) rays. However, 
many parents may not be aware of the damage 
that UV rays can have on the eyes. According to 
the World Health Organization, up to 80 percent 
of a person’s lifetime exposure to UV is received 
before the age of 18.

In fact, children are more susceptible to UV 
damage than adults because they tend to spend 
more time outside than adults. And, according to 
the American Optometric Association, children 
are at a greater risk of UV damage because the 
lenses of their eyes are more transparent, which 
allows more short wavelength light to reach the 
retina. UV damage to the eyes is cumulative, 
meaning it builds over time. UV exposure has 
been linked to cataracts, macular degeneration 
and other eye problems. 

�ere are several ways to protect a child’s eyes 
for a lifetime of healthy vision. Sunglasses should 
block out 99-100 percent of both UV-A and UV-B 

radiation. Sunglasses without UV protection may 
shade the eyes but actually cause the pupils to 
dilate, allowing in even more harmful rays. When 
going outside, both adults and children should 
always wear both a wide-brimmed hat or cap and 
the proper UV-rated sunglasses.

Prevent Blindness America, the nation’s lead-
ing volunteer eye health and safety organization 
dedicated to �ghting blindness and saving sight, 
is asking parents to remember to protect their 
children’s eyes by doing the following:

•	 Only purchase sunglasses that o�er 99 to 100 
percent UV protection.

•	 Make sure the sunglasses �t the child’s face and 
shield the eyes from all angles.

•	 Choose lenses that are impact resistant and made 
of polycarbonate, never glass, unless prescribed 
by a doctor.

•	 Make sure lenses are not scratched or damaged.

•	 Purchase wraparound sunglasses to protect eyes 
as well as the delicate skin around the eyes.

“We need to remember to protect our eyes from 
UV every day of the year,” said Hugh R. Parry, 
president and CEO of Prevent Blindness America. 
“UV Rays re�ecting o� the water, sand, pavement 
and even snow are extremely dangerous. We can 
encourage our children to wear the proper eye 
protection by leading by example.”

�e preceding article, brought to you by Dr. David 
Heitmeier, was a news release from Prevent Blind-
ness America. For further questions please contact 
Heitmeier, Armani, Langhetee and Cangelosi Medical 
and Surgical Eyecare at (504) 368-7081. 
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You are not just an RX number, you’re family!

Monday – Friday • 9am-6pm | Saturday • 10am-3pm
Two convenient West Bank locations to serve you:

ALGIERS
3500 Holiday Dr. 
(504) 367-5724

GRETNA
91 West Bank Expressway, Ste. 550 

(504) 366-1200

Drive-thru windows at both locations

Fill your prescriptions online at www.carrdrugs.com 
or download our RxLocal app on your smartphone!

Children’s Eyes More  
Susceptible to Long-Term  

Damage from UV Rays

Across from the Courtyard Apartments

1609 CAROL SUE
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SALUTATORIANS
Emily Oneale ...............Academy of Our Lady

Harrison Do .................Fisher Middle High School

Tre’yonne Smith ..........L.W. Higgins High School

Daisha LeBeau .............Helen Cox High School

Breionne Cooper .........West Je�erson High School

Edward Johnson ..........Patrick F. Taylor Science and 
Technology Academy

VALEDICTORIANS
Huyen My Duong ........L.W. Higgins High School

Derion Hall ..................Helen Cox High School

Le-Cindy Pham ............West Je�erson High School

Kayla Tarr .....................Patrick F. Taylor Science and 
Technology Academy

Ashraf Faroud ..............�omas Je�erson High School

Rebecca Ortega ............Academy of Our Lady

Sonja Nguyen ...............John  Ehret High School

Joi Turner ......................John Ehret High School

Ti�any Landry .............Fisher Middle High School

Sandy Nguyen ..............�omas Je�erson High School

Tram Nguyen ...............�omas Je�erson High School

education <<
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Delgado Community College Breaks 
Ground on New Campus in Churchill 

Technology & Business Park

	Bring	your	business	into	over		

23,000	home	mailboxes	and		

over	75	Je�erson,	Orleans	and	

Plaquemines	Parish	newsstands.	

	�e	good	news	is	�e West Bank 
Beacon	reaches	West	Bank	

residents	with	purchasing	power.	

	With	�e Beacon’s	competitive	

ad	rates	and	design	assistance,		

you	are	sure	to	run	an	e�ective		

ad	that	gets	results.	

	Contact	our	Ad	Sales	Team		

today	to	begin	advertising	and		

reach	the	West	Bank!

	Bring your business into over		

23,000 homemailboxes and		

over 75 Je�erson, Orleans and

Plaquemines Parish newsstands.

	�e good news is �e West Bank 
Beacon reaches West Bank

residents with purchasing power.

	With �e Beacon’s competitive

ad rates and design assistance,		

you are sure to run an e�ective		

ad that gets results.

	Contact our Ad Sales Team		

today to begin advertising and		

reach theWest Bank!

The Beta Group’s top quality 

employees, professional service 

and our commitment to client 

satisfaction set us apart. Our 

reputation has made us a well 

respected firm in high demand. 

When precise results are required, 

companies throughout Louisiana 

count on The Beta Group.

P.O. BOx 2203 • Gretna, La 70054
504-227-2273

The Je�erson Parish Economic Development Commission (JEDCO) 
celebrated the groundbreaking of Delgado Community College’s new 
River City Campus and the Advanced Manufacturing Center of Excel-

lence in the Churchill Technology and Business Park last month.
Upon completion of the $27 million project, the River City Campus will 
o�er educational courses tailored to meet the region’s workforce needs. 
�e 10.5 acre facility is designed to accommodate training programs to 
support commerce along the Mississippi River including transportation/
logistics, marine engine, engineering, and automotive technology on the 
growing West Bank of Je�erson Parish.  

�e Advanced Manufacturing Center of Excellence, which will be housed 
within the River City Campus, will focus on creating a sustainable, skilled 
workforce to support the industries investing in the region. Courses will 
focus on skills such as welding, precision machining, electrical/electron-
ics engineering technology, electronics service technology, and industrial 
maintenance.  

�e River City Campus is the newest addition to the Churchill Technology 
and Business Park, a growing asset in the Fair�eld area. Born out of the 
Je�erson EDGE, Je�erson Parish’s long-term economic development plan, 
the tech park o�ers 500 acres of land for a variety of growth opportunities. 
Currently anchored by the JEDCO Administrative Complex, the Patrick F. 
Taylor Science and Technology Academy, the JEDCO Conference Center, 
and the Business Innovation Center, Churchill Park represents the future 
of Je�erson Parish.  

“�is is an exciting day for JEDCO and the Churchill Technology and 
Business Park. �e decision by Delgado to locate its River City Campus 
and Advanced Manufacturing Center of Excellence in the tech park is a 

testament to the potential of this area,” says JEDCO Executive Director, 
Jerry Bologna. “Not only will the new campus increase tra�c to Fair�eld, 
but we also anticipate that this project will enhance Churchill Park’s 
attractiveness to businesses because of the collaborative and educational 
opportunities available through Delgado and the Patrick F. Taylor school. 
�is campus will be a catalyst for future development in the park. We 
look forward to working with Delgado Community College to ensure this 
project’s success in the future.”  

“�e partnerships that created this opportunity to locate our new facili-
ties in this fast-growing area of Je�erson Parish are immensely valuable to 
Delgado Community College, and we appreciate the hard work of everyone 
who is helping to bring these plans to fruition. �rough cooperation and 
teamwork, a brighter future is ahead for all,” adds Delgado Chancellor 
Joan Y. Davis.  

�e new campus is expected to open in the spring of 2017. 
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Je�erson Chamber Foundation 
Academy Selecting New Name and 

Becoming Autonomous
Th e  J e f f e r s o n 

Chamber Foun-
dat ion recent ly 

announced that the 
Jef ferson Chamber 
Foundation Academy 
(JCFA) East Bank and 
West Bank campuses 
are now autonomous 

from �e Je�erson Chamber Foundation. �e schools are achieving their 
mission and are no longer under any oversight of the Je�erson Chamber 
Foundation. �e two academies will have a new name in the coming months.

JCFA, an alternative charter high school organization, was founded in 
2010 by the non-pro�t arm of the Je�erson Chamber of Commerce, and 
o�ers charter high school options that support students who do not excel in 
traditional learning environments and gives them an opportunity to earn 
a high school diploma. �rough a computer-based curriculum, students 
are provided with the opportunity to work at their own pace, while having 
access to dual enrollment career skills courses.

�e organization has experienced rapid growth. �e �rst campus opened 
in 2010 on Delgado Community College’s location in Harvey. By 2013, the 
organization expanded and opened an East Bank location, currently oper-
ating in Metairie. In total, the academy has graduated over 150 students 
and today enrolls 248 students between the East and West Bank campuses. 

In cooperation with its founding organization, the Je�erson Chamber 
Foundation, JCFA is proud to announce that a process has begun to select 
a new name to re�ect its growing mission. �is process includes choosing 
organization and campus names that re�ect the success and experiences 
of students, while supporting the mission of the organization. JCFA plans 
to share its new identity with the community in the upcoming months.

Tom Meyer, Chairman of the Je�erson Chamber Foundation, expressed 
pride in his organization launching and organizing the school. “�is school’s 
concept was born out of �ndings from the Multiple Education Pathways 
Blueprint grant and has now become a viable choice for our youth in need 
of an alternative option. �e vision of the original organizers remains clear 
and the Board of Governance will continue to provide great leadership for 
the academy for years to come.” �e Foundation Board was responsible 
for selecting and approving initial members of the organization’s Board of 
Governance and supported the initial charter application in 2010.  

Dr. Kristine Strickland, Board of Governance Chair, also expressed her 
thanks to both the Je�erson Chamber and the Je�erson Chamber Foun-
dation. “We will always have a deep sense of gratitude for the Chamber 
and the Chamber Foundation for their unwavering support of the mission 
and students at JCFA. �e vision of these organizations in the founding of 
the school has been instrumental in its success. As the school continues 
to grow and expand its mission, in service to the community, we will 
continue to seek ways to expand upon our past and we look forward to a 
bright future.” 

Serving the Westbank and surrounding areas with 
quality and timely repairs for over 25 years.

5 Convenient Locations

We Repair All Makes & Models
Foreign & Domestic

Monday-Friday • 8am-5:30pm | Saturday • 8am-12pm

Make sure you tell your insurance company you want 

Ray Brandt Collision Centers
for all your collision needs. 

ASK ABOUT OUR LIFETIME WARRANTY

18 5th St. 
Gretna, LA 70053 
(504) 363-1965

1801 Veterans Blvd. 
Kenner, LA 70062 
(504) 465-5680

1020 Edenborn Ave.
Metairie, LA 70001 
(504) 837-6121

2044 Hwy. 59 
Mandeville, LA 70448 
(985) 626-7812

1122 Pass Rd.
Gulfport, MS 39501 
(228) 563-1980
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>> groups
Terrytown Golden Agers’ 

Museum Tour

Terrytown Golden Agers’ Club recently toured �e Louisiana National 
Guard Museum in Arabi, and members remarked that the trip through 
history was amazing. After touring the Museum, the TTGA went to 

Rocky and Carlos for lunch. 

First row: Acklin and Viola Dufrene, Hilda Dufrene, TTGA President- Pammay Worth, 
Celia Perry, and Photographer-Jerry Casso. Second Row: Larry and Betty Vaught, 
Claudette Ott, Pearlee Parun, Audrey Casso, Betty Nolan, June Grosch, Gerrie Bertaut, 
Yolanda Cordes, Martha Arroyava, Antonieta Young, Lynn McCart, Gail Marino, 
Dolores Hamilton, and Wilma �ompson. �ird Row: Don Slezak, Charlene Savoie, 
Nancy Slezak, Earl Hemenway, Betty Trosclair, Larry Nobel, Danny Trosclair, and 
Je�erson Parish Special Events Supervisor - Garry Vedros. Not pictured but present 
were: Event Coordinator - Gail Martinez, Rose Bealer and Shirley Alwert.

Senior’s Toe The Line - 
Line Dancers

Senior’s Toe The Line - Line Dancers provided entertainment for 
the Annual St. Anthony Fundraiser at the Lions Club on Franklin 
Avenue. Everyone had a great time and enjoy great food catered 

by Capdabosse. 

Bottom row: Gerrie Palisi, Kathleen Shield, Instructor - Elda Olsen, and Barbara 
Boudreaux. Top row: Audrey Casso, Lynn McCart, Shirley Schloegel, Carolyn Hass  
and Frances Ross.
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Gretna Elks and Marching Clubs to 
Make-A-Wish Come True

Family Bingo Night and two days of craft fairs will draw many people of 
varying ages to West Bank Elks Lodge in Gretna, all hoping to become 
winners in the festivities. �e biggest winner is not present and not 

aware of the activities that will grant him or her a chance to do something 
that would make a dream come true. 

�e weekend of events is to raise money to sponsor a child in the Make-
A-Wish Foundation’s program, which grants a child a chance to experience 
their dream wish. Some kids go to Disney World, some shopping sprees 
and some opt for meeting celebrities. 

“Probably, in the last 20 yrs, we raised tens of thousands of dollars for 
Make-A-Wish,” said Jim LeCompte, a founding member of the West Bank 
Social and Marching Club which puts together local fundraising events 
for Make-A-Wish. In close association with the marching club, is an all-
female marching club named the Sassy Katz, which works in unison with 
them, both in fundraising and marching in three annual parades, includ-
ing Mardi Gras.

“We normally do eight Make-A-Wish events per year,” he said, adding, 
“Most are [fundraisers in] bar rooms.” �is year, the only site being used 
is the West Bank Elks Lodge, in Gretna. �e Elks donate the space and use 
of the facilities each year.

On June 20t h, t he clubs w i l l host a da nce in appreciat ion of 
fundraising participants and present a check of the proceeds to a 

Make-A-Wish representative.

To get more information, or to become involved in this or other Elks Lodge 
projects, please email JoAnn Loupe at Loupe5@cox.net or call 504-421-8985.

With nearly 900,000 members and more than 2,000 Lodges nationwide, 
Elks are providing charitable services that help build stronger communi-
ties across the United States. To learn more, visit www.elks.org. 

Jim LeCompte, President and 
founding member of the West 
Bank Social and Marching 
Club awaits a club meeting 
on �ursday.

Glenn Lopez, Alana Oregon, JoAnn Loupe, and Chris Savoie 
prepare for a meeting discussing plans for the Make-A-Wish 
events at the Gretna Elks Lodge.
 
Photos by David W. Honeman, N.O. West Bank Elks Lodge

CTI Landscape Services, Inc.
can offer YOU…

Call 256-5760

Landscaping • Drainage Systems • Irrigation Systems
Brick Paver Patios & Driveways

Design & Installation of: 

Be The

Env y
of Your Neighborhood

Have a Beautiful Landscape & Lush, Green Lawn All Year Long!

Good Time Jamaica Club Celebrates 
30 Years
Thirty years Dancing with the Good Time Jamaica Club (GTJC) on the 

West Bank was celebrated last month by Charter Members Verdie Enloe 
and Dale and Glenda Giroir. Over 3500 members have gone through 

dance lessons taught by Glenda and her many volunteer instructors. It is 
reported that many students have met and married within the GTJC.

Anyone interested in taking lessons can come check it out on Tuesday 
nights at Four Columns in Harvey. In addition to Jamaica Dance Lessons, 
Line Dancing is taught from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. You can also check out activi-
ties of �e Good Time Jamaica Club on Facebook. 
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>> pets

Westbank Animal Shelter Breaks Ground 
On Friday, May 15, 2015, the o�cial groundbreaking ceremony for the new 

West Bank Animal Shelter took place. �e 30,000-square-feet state-of-
the-art building will be located at the intersection of Lapalco Boulevard 

and Peters Road in Harvey.

Designed by architects Burgdahl and Graves with the Koret Shelter Medicine 
Program at the University of California at Davis, the new shelter will be built 
by Gibbs Construction Company at an estimated cost of $9.5 million dollars. 
�e new animal shelter is designed to improve the overall welfare of animals, 
keep the animals healthier, and encourage residents to adopt. 

Funding is provided by district funds and construction bond issues. Comple-
tion of the project should take just over a year. 

New Orleans Cat Art & Film Festival 
A Feline Extravaganza

Art for Cat’s Sake, SpayMart and the Louisiana Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals are team-
ing up for the second New Orleans Cat Art & Film 

Festival at the Kingsley House Saturday, June 27 from 
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

The New Orleans Cat Art & Film Festival is a full-
on feline extravaganza! �ere will be multiple artists 
featuring various interpretations of the feline form, 
feline-themed jewelry, event swag, amazing food, music, 
kid’s activities, ra�es, feline workshops and so much 
more! �e event highlight includes a compilation of funny 
Internet cat videos from the award winning Walker Art 
Center. Screenings will take place at 10:30 a.m., noon, 
1:30 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. YouTube stars Paul Klausman 
and TJ Wingard of “An Engineer’s Guide to Cats” will be 
on-hand for photo ops and autographs.

“Last year’s event was a huge success and we’re hop-
ing for an even larger turnout this year. We spend our 
time attending to the health and well-being of our feline 
companions and getting to celebrate all-things cat for 
a good cause, with laughter and friends, is a highlight,” 
states festival creator and founder of Art for Cat’s Sake, 
Karen Miller-Becnel.

Come as you are or wear your best cat costume, 
ensemble or ears. Don’t have ears? No worries!  Cat ear 
headbands will be available for purchase at the festival. 
Bring a blanket to catnap under the majestic oaks on the 
historic grounds of the Kingsley House and support the 
programs and services of Art for Cat’s Sake, SpayMart 
and the Louisiana SPCA. Tickets are available for $12 
online or $15 at the door, children under 12 are free. 

Eight Tips to Protect Your  
Pets During Extreme Heat
The Louisiana Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is ask-

ing all pet owners to act responsibly by keeping pets indoors during 
extreme heat episodes and to never leave an animal unattended in a 

parked vehicle.

No matter the circumstances, never leave your pet in an unattended 
vehicle, even if the vehicle is running and the air conditioning is on. As the 
temperatures rise during the summer, the temperature inside a vehicle can 
reach 120 degrees within a matter of minutes. Partially opened windows 
will not protect your pet from heat stroke. As the temperature rapidly rises 
to a dangerous level, your pet can experience di�culty breathing, increased 
heart and respiratory rate, irreversible organ damage, seizures or death. 
�e a�ects from heat stroke can be long lasting and deadly. 

“During the summer our humane o�cers respond to dozens of calls 
related to the hot temperatures. It’s important to remember these situa-
tions are considered acts of animal cruelty and will be treated as such,” 
says Louisiana SPCA CEO, Ana Zorrilla.  

Pet owners are advised to take the following precautions to protect their 
pets during extreme heat:

1. Keep your pet inside and out of the direct sunlight. 

2. If your pet is outside, provide protection from the sun and plenty of 
fresh water.

3. Animals with �at faces, like Pugs and Persian cats, are more susceptible 
to heat stroke since they cannot pant as e�ectively. �ese pets, along 

with the elderly, the overweight 
and those with heart or lung 
diseases, should be kept cool in 
air-conditioned rooms as much 
as possible. 

4. Exercise your dog in the morning 
or evening when the tempera-
tures and pavement are cool. 

5. Never leave your pet inside an unattended vehicle, as this can be a 
deadly mistake. 

6. Dogs in truck beds can suffer injury or heat stroke. If you cannot 
touch the truck bed with your bare hand, your dog should not be on 
the hot metal. 

7. Know the warning signs of heat stroke: excessive panting, di�culty 
breathing, increased heart and respiratory rate, drooling, mild weak-
ness, stupor or even collapse, seizures, bloody diarrhea, vomiting and 
elevated body temperature of over 104 degrees. 

8. If your pet is su�ering from heat stroke, transport him/her to your vet-
erinarian or an emergency animal clinic immediately. 

You can make a di�erence in the �ght against animal cruelty. If you see 
an animal in an unattended vehicle, immediately dial 911 or call Louisi-
ana SPCA Humane Law Enforcement at 368-5191 ext. 100. For a full list of 
Orleans Parish animal related laws, visit www.la-spca.org/ordinances. 
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The Parks of Plaquemines
The Parks of Plaquemines is a gorgeous gated 

community located on Woodland Highway 
in Belle Chasse. It is the �rst master planned 

neighborhood in Plaquemines Parish and big things 
are happening.

This private neighborhood is carved from a 
wooded area just o� of Woodland Highway (State 
Route 406) and is just minutes from the Intracoastal 
Bridge.  �e Parks of Plaquemines features natural 
amenities like parks and green spaces and man-
made amenities such as a walking trail system 
surrounding the entire community, a tot lot play-
ground complete with tire swing, and a community 
pool with a cabana. The well-appointed, gated 
entrance and streets throughout the community 
have lovely �nishing touches like matching mail-
boxes and quaint streetlights.

Perhaps the best part of the Parks of Plaquemines 
is that it is situated just across the Plaquemines 
Parish line in an area with lower tax rates, levee 
protection and excellent schools. FEMA has desig-
nated �e Parks as Flood Zone C with solid savings 
on rising insurance rates. Unlike lower Plaquemines 
Parish, �e Parks of Plaquemines is located within 2 
major levee systems – the Federal Mississippi River 
Levee and the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway West 
Closure Complex, a system of �oodgates, pumping 
and drainage, and an earthen levee.  �e part of 
Belle Chasse in which �e Parks of Plaquemines 
is located did not �ood at all during Hurricanes 
Katrina and Isaac – 2 of the most impactful storms 
to hit the area south of New Orleans.  Because of 
an agreement between the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and FEMA after Hurricane Katrina, the Belle 
Chasse area is getting the good news about the 
reduction or removal of �ood insurance. �e levee 
system that has been constructed in the Greater 
New Orleans area has been built, complete with 
new closing �oodgates, with the parameters for a 
100-year storm.  All of this means that owning a 
home in the Parks of Plaquemines not only gives 

you a safe quiet place to raise your family, but it 
gives you a good investment as well.

If you are interested in purchasing a lot, you have 
a few choices.  �e Parks o�ers two types of home 
sites: Traditional Neighborhood Lots and low-
maintenance Garden Home Lots. Traditional lots 
come in many di�erent sizes and are suitable for 
family-sized or estate home and the lot may have 
a view from private nature views to water and lake 
views. Garden home lots are o�ered together in �e 
Villas section and all home plans are required to 
be traditional Southern architecture and must be 
reviewed by professionals on the Design Review 
Committee prior to construction. Garden home 
lots are priced from the low $70’s to the low $80’s 
and lot sizes are typically about a quarter acre.  
Low maintenance garden homes range from 2,000 
square feet of living area to over 3,000 square feet 
and range in price from the mid $350’s to over 
$500,000. �ese luxurious homes are appointed 
with gorgeous interior and exterior amenities. 
Traditional lot prices range from the $90’s to the 
$130’s. Homes in The Parks of Plaquemines are 
tastefully designed, custom homes built by quali-
�ed and respected local builders and are priced up 
to $1 million+. �ese preferred builders can design 
and build homes on a lot purchased by the hom-
eowner or homeowners can use their own plans 
and builder with approval by the Architectural 

Control Committee.  Under the direction and 
guidance of developer David Waltemath , widely 
known for his work in English Turn, �e Estates 
of Northpark and Bedico Creek subdivisions, �e 
Parks of Plaquemines has a solid growth plan and 
is an upscale, master-planned community.

�is June, �e Parks showcased a spectacular $1 
million+ home in this year’s Home Builders Asso-
ciation of Greater New Orleans Parade of Homes.  
The Parks of Plaquemines is proud to have the 
only home in Belle Chasse featured on the Parade 
of Homes tour.  �e Parks welcomes you to come 
explore this community for yourself just to see what 
they have to o�er. Not only will you �nd gorgeous 
homes, but you will �nd a lovely community that 
is perfect for building your “Happily Ever After” 
with beauty, convenience and value. Bring your 
Realtor, if you like-they’re always welcome at �e 
Parks and their long term relationship with the 
real-estate community is valued. 

By Marielle Songy

Second Harvest Food Bank’s Summer Feeding Program 

For thousands of children and their families, 
summer vacation brings an end to the nutritious 
meals they rely on through the free and reduced-

price breakfast and lunch program during the school 
year. In the absence of these meals, Second Harvest 
Food Bank’s annual Summer Feeding program, now 
in its sixth year, is all the more important. Beginning 
on Monday, June 1st, Second Harvest Food Bank 
will be feeding approximately 3,700 children at 60 
program sites. Children enrolled in these programs 
will receive breakfast and lunch daily throughout the 

nine week program providing an estimated 200,000 meals in total. All of the 
meals are prepared in the Community Kitchen located at the Second Harvest 
Food Bank facility in Harahan and meet all USDA nutrition guidelines.

According to Feeding America’s 2015 Map the Meal Gap �ndings, child 
food insecurity continues to rise in Louisiana. Twenty-two percent or 135,970 
children in south Louisiana are food insecure, which means 1 in 5 children 
in south Louisiana are not sure where their next meal might come from. It is 
well-documented that children who go to school hungry have a harder time 
concentrating on classwork, struggle academically and often complain of 
stomach aches and headaches. 

�e summer camps enrolled in the Summer Feeding program are located 
in areas that have high enrollment in the federal free/reduced meal program. 
�is summer, meals will be served to children in summer camp programs in 
nine parishes including Orleans and Je�erson. 

To implement its far-reaching Summer Feeding Program, Second Harvest 
hired 24 AmeriCorps VISTA Summer Associates, four food service workers 
from area schools and recruited support from its core group of Community 
Kitchen volunteers to help prepare, plate and deliver breakfast and lunch to 
the sites, with shifts beginning as early as 5:30 a.m. 

“�e Summer Feeding program is largely successful because of the dedica-
tion and hard work of our entire team, including our amazing volunteers,” 
said Natalie Jayroe, President and CEO of Second Harvest Food Bank. “It is 
a wonderful example of people from all walks of life coming together for the 
children in our community.” 

Acceptance and participation requirements for Second Harvest’s Summer 
Feeding program and activities are the same for all regardless of race, color, 
national origin, sex, age or disability, and there will be no discrimination in 
the course of the meal service. To learn more about Summer Feeding, Kids 
Cafe and other children’s programs, the overall mission of Second Harvest 
Food Bank or to volunteer, please visit www.no-hunger.org. 
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The Society of St. Vincent de Paul Invites All 
to Celebrate a Good Time for a Good Cause

Looking Ahead to July 4th

I would say that it’s hard to believe that summer is here already, but with 
this I heat, that couldn’t be further from the truth. �e good news is that 
July 4th is quickly approaching. Not only does the mean we are close to 

the peak of summer, but there are all kinds of fun ways to celebrate our 
nation’s independence along with the help of family and friends. If you are 
tired of the same old pool party and barbecue, allow me to provide you 
with some fun distractions on this well-deserved day o�.

If you are looking to get a jump on the festivities and maybe avoid the 
weekend tra�c, �e Uncle Sam Jam at Lafreniere Park at 3000 Downs Blvd. 
in Metairie will be a good way to spend the evening of Friday, July 3rd. From 
3:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m., food and beverage vendors will be on hand as you 
enjoy live music throughout the afternoon and evening. �ere is a �reworks 
display at 9:00 p.m. that you are sure to enjoy. Admission to this event is 
free, so pack up the car and head to Metairie for some summertime fun. 

Bucktown Bash and Blessing of the �eet takes place in Bucktown on July 
4th from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Admission is $5 for adults and children 
under 12 are admitted for free. Bucktown Bash is a one-day festival of 
food, family-fun, music, and the history of the lake area neighborhood. 
Bucktown will celebrate Independence Day by celebrating the second year 
of Bucktown Bash, a Shrimp and Music Festival on the lake. �e festival 
will feature all-day music from local and national artists, crafts, food, 
attractions for kids, a Bucktown heritage display and the historical Bless-
ing of the Bucktown Fleet - a time honored tradition to ensure a safe and 
bountiful �shing season. �e event will kick into high gear with live music 
featuring local and national artists who will rock the crowd into the night. 
Food vendors will o�er a taste of Bucktown o�ering their own versions of 
creative and appetizing shrimp dishes and Louisiana favorites. �e art 
market will feature unique crafts and art from local and regional artists.  
�e gate for Bucktown Bash opens at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, July 4th at 
the Bucktown Marina, just over the levee along Old Hammond Highway. 
Mass will be held at 10:30 a.m. followed by �e Blessing of the Fleet at noon.

�e Fourth of July celebration at Westwego Farmers and Fisheries Market 
will take place on July 4th from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Come out and enjoy 
live musical performances, great food, drinks and �reworks. Admission 
is free and no outside food, drinks or pets are allowed.

Finally, celebrate Independence Day New Orleans style at the 25th annual 
Go Fourth on the River.  At the riverside, you will enjoy the Dueling Barges 
Fireworks Show at 9:00pm. �is unique salute to America’s independence 
will feature a �reworks display from two barges over the Mighty Mississippi. 
Choreographed to stirring patriotic classics and simulcast on Magic 101.9 
WWL AM, FM, and .com, �reworks will paint beautiful strokes of radiant 
light with the sky as a canvas and color as the palette. �e �reworks display 
will be able to be viewed from both sides of the river from the Outlet Col-
lection at the Riverwalk to the Governor Nicholls Street Wharf. 

The Archdiocesan Council of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul (SVdP) recently announced 
its 2015 fundraising gala to bene�t two of its 

special works: �e Adult Learning Center and 
the Community Pharmacy. Jazzin on the River 
V, will be held Saturday, June 20, 2015, aboard 
the historic steamboat Natchez. Tickets are 
$100.00 per person.

The gala will be held from 6:00 p.m.-9:00 
p.m., and will cruise the Mississippi from 7:30 
p.m. -8:30 p.m. �e evening will include a silent 

auction, music by the Dukes of Dixieland and the 
popular Restaurant Ra�e drawing: A lucky win-
ner will receive (10) $100.00 gift cards to some of 
the city’s most renowned dining establishments-
A $1000.00 value, for just $25.00 a ticket. Other 
prizes and give-a-ways will also take place.  

Proceeds from the event will help the organi-
zation continue its necessary mission; assisting 
needy residents with free prescription medication 
via (�e St. Vincent de Paul Community Phar-
macy, along with preparation for GED (St. Vincent 
de Paul-Sr. Lory Scha� Adult Learning Center)

“�is is a special time for us to celebrate and honor 
our dedicated volunteers throughout the Society,” 
says Executive Director, Deacon Rudy Ray�eld. 
“Without their dedication and generosity, we would 
not be able to continue to provide the services that 
are so needed by so many in our community.”

�e Society of St. Vincent de Paul will once again 
honor a dedicated individual that has helped carry 
out the organizations’ mission to serve in the com-
munity.  �e distinguished Top Hat award will be 

announced and presented at the evening’s event. 
Archbishop Gregory Aymond will join the event 
to announce the 2015 Top Hat recipient. 

Deeply convinced that each man and woman 
is a beloved child of God, the staff of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Adult Learning Center strives to 
continue the saving mission of Jesus Christ by 
o�ering education to adults. �e (ALC) hopes 
to strengthen self-esteem and con�dence, to 
stimulate wholesome self-discipline and promote 
a solid work ethic and moral values. 

The St. Vincent de Paul Community Phar-
macy’s mission is to positively impact the 
healthcare needs of the indigent and homeless 
by providing prescription medication free of 
charge.  We strive to medically improve the 
quality of life of the indigent and homeless of 
our community by serving as a free pharmacy 
of last resort. The goal of the Pharmacy staff 
is to lessen the burden of their brethren by 
providing pharmaceutical care responsibly, 
professionally and with compassion. 

By Marielle Songy
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Dinner and a ZOOvie 
is BACK

Academy of Our Lady recently held its annual 
Athletic Banquet to celebrate the achieve-
ment and dedication of Academy of Our Lady 

athletes. Jenna Parker was named Academy of 
Our Lady’s 2014-2015 Athlete of the year. Pictured: 
Jenna Parker of Marrero stands with Teri Veret, 
Athletic Director. 

community <<
AOL Athletic 

Banquet

Dinner and a ZOOvie is BACK with four 
ZOOvie nights starting on June 12, 2015, 
on the grounds of Audubon Zoo. On June 

12 doors will open at 6:00 p.m. and movie goers 
are welcome to picnic by the Capital One Stage 
until the movie starts at about 8:15- 8:30pm. �ere 
will be a dance party from 7:15 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.

Come with your chairs and blankets, bring 
your own dinner or dine at the Zoo! �e following 
concessions will be available: Snack Shack; Hot 
Dog Cart; Snack n Splash; Snow Wonder Trike 
selling ice cream novelties; Cupcake Cart and 
Frozen Banana Carts.

ZOOvie Night Schedule:
• Friday, June 12th – Frozen (sing-along version)

NEW! �is Dinner and a ZOOvie date, will 
feature an expanded opportunity to visit Cool 
Zoo/Gator Run! For the low price of $10 per per-
son (under 2 years of age free), movie goers can 
splash around in Cool Zoo, including Gator Run 
from 6pm to 8pm. �en, walk the short distance 
to catch the movie by the Capital One Stage.

For those just wishing to take in the movie, 
admission will remain $5 per person (under 2 
years of age free).

Cool Zoo/Gator Run admission cannot be 
purchased without purchase of a movie ticket. 
No outside food or beverage can be brought into 
Cool Zoo or Gator Run.

$5 per person for ZOOvie movie entry. $10 per 
person for ZOOvie/Cool Zoo entry. Under 2 years 
of age free.

• Friday, June 19th – Maleficent (2014)
• Friday, July 10th – Annie (2014)
• Friday, July 24th – Big Hero 6 (2014)

For all ZOOvies: All shows are $5 per person, 
(children under two years of age are free) and 
you’re welcome to bring chairs and blankets. No 
glass containers, open candles or pets, please. All 
�lms will be shown outside at the Capital One 
Stage and Field inside Audubon Zoo.

Please note: Animal exhibits will not be open. 
This is a special admission event. Members 
must purchase tickets and there is no Member 
discount. Complimentary guest passes are not 
available for use.

Purchase ZOOvie movie and Cool Zoo combo 
tickets online or at any Audubon venue. 
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For more information on these events and more, please call 504-361-7748

Please support our GEDA Business Members:
Carr Drugs, Inc.

17-A Westside Shopping Center
366-1200

AA Screens & Glass, Inc
2511 Lafayette St., Suite B

541-6959

Metro Gaming & Amusement Co.
1800 Lafayette St.

366-8658

Burgdahl & Graves, Architects
2550 Belle Chasse Hwy., Suite 130

366-4433

Cook Notary & Auto Title, Inc.
1801 Lafayette St.

368-4264

The Gretna Economic Development Association invites you to 

Explore Downtown Gretna

GEDA invites you to join as a Business Member for $75/yr and see your company listed in our ad!

June 
Calendar

2 GEDA meeting 6:30pm

10 City Council Meeting  
 5:30pm 

10 JP Council Meeting  
 10am EB 

23 Prayer Dinner

24 JP Council Meeting 
 10am WB

June 6, 13, 20 & 27
Gretna Farmers Market

Mark your calendar for the 
Gretna Heritage Festival 
from October 2-4!

Current Events

22nd Annual Gretna Prayer Dinner

Tuesday, June 23 • 7pm 

Mel Ott Park Recreation Center
2301 Belle Chasse Hwy

For additional info, please call 432-7618.

Regis Radiator Service

341-9118   348-2719
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm

1101 Avenue A Marrero (next to West Jeff)

FAST 1 DAY SERVICE & PICK UP & DELIVERY
AUTO - SALES & SERVICE

INDUSTRIAL & OIL FIELD 
Copon & Solder Coated Radiators • Heavy Equipment Specialists

Service & Repair On Heat Exchangers & Oil Coolers

• New & Rebuilt Radiators in Stock

• Water Pumps • Heater Cores

• Plastic & Aluminum Radiators

• Air Conditioning

• Gas Tanks • A/C Condensers

• Belts • Hoses

• Thermostats

• Ultra Sonic Cleaning

Since
1962

The Best Place To Take A Leak Since 1962!

“24 HR”
Service

We Sell 

Wholesale

To The  

Public
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